A GUIDE TO THE

BAlI PEOPLE

The Bai people are among the oldest dwellers of the Yunnan Province,
located in southwest China. They are primarily rice farmers living
in a region from the upper Yangtze River down to the foot of Lake
Erh Hai. They make their homes high in the mountains where they
are surrounded by beautiful alpine lakes and emerald green valleys.
This area is a favorite retreat spot for Chinese tourists because of
its temperate climate, beauty, and solitude. The name “Bai” means
“white” in Chinese, and was first used to refer to those living near
the southwestern border region. The Baimen, or “white men,” were
called this because of the white sheepskins they once wore.
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